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EDUCATION 
 

Ph.D. in Economics, The University of Kansas expected 2026  
 Dissertation: Essays on the Economics of Women’s Reproductive Health  
 Advisor: David Slusky 
 Committee: Donna Ginther, Misty Heggeness, Anupam B. Jena, & Aimee Wilson 
 
M.A. in Economics, The University of Kansas 2023 
 
B.A. in Economics, Butler University, Summa Cum Laude 2021 
 Highest Distinction in Economics 

Honors Thesis: Critic’s Pick or Social Media Smash: A Study on the Relationship 
Between Newspaper Reviews, Social Media Followers, and a Broadway Show’s 
Economic Success 

 Advisor: Kathy Paulson Gjerde 
 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

Gender Economics, Health Economics, Labor Economics, Applied Microeconomics 

 
JOURNAL ARTICLES 

 
"Critics' Pick or Social Media Smash: The Effect of Critics' Reviews and Social Media on 
Broadway" (with Kathy Paulson Gjerde), Applied Economics Letters, 2024 
 

TECHNICAL REPORTS AND POLICY BRIEFS 
 

"The Economics of Child Care and Child Care Licensing in Kansas" (with Misty Heggeness and 
Jennifer Babitzke), United Women's Empowerment, 2024 
 

WORKING PAPERS 
 

“Occupational Hazard: An Analysis of Birth Outcomes Among Physician Mothers” (with Anupam 
B. Jena and David Slusky) – NBER Working Paper 
 

mailto:lilly.springer@ku.edu
www.lillyspringer.com
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https://www.nber.org/papers/w31955
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“New Parent Labor Supply in Adaptive Markets” (with Misty Heggeness and Yurong Zhang) – 
SSRN Working Paper 
 
“The Spillover Effects of Nurse Practitioner Scope of Practice Expansion on Safety Net Program 
Participation: Evidence from WIC” (with Owen Fleming) – EconPapers Working Paper 

 
WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 
“The Impact of Abortion Bans on Fertility and WIC Participation” 
 
“The Effect of Abortion Access on Birth Outcomes and Maternal Health” 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
The University of Kansas 
Lead Instructor: 
Health Economics (ECON 564) Spring 2024, Spring 2025 
Principles of Macroeconomics (ECON 144)  Summer 2023 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistant: 
Principles of Microeconomics (ECON 142) Fall 2022, Spring 2023 
 Assistant Instructor for Jo Lugovskyy 
 
Principles of Macroeconomics (ECON 144) Fall 2022, Spring 2023, Fall 2024 
 Assistant Instructor for Jo Lugovskyy & Eungsik Kim 
 
Head Graduate Teaching Assistant (ECON 142/144)  Spring 2023 
 
Guest Lecturer: 
Labor Economics (ECON 641) 
 
Butler University 
Economics Tutor Fall 2019-Spring 2021 
 
HONORS, AWARDS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 

 
The University of Kansas 
University of Kansas Institute for Policy & Social Research Fellowship 2024-Present 
Madison and Lila Self Graduate Fellowship 2021-Present 
Passed PhD Oral Comprehensive Exam with Honors 2024 
R.S. Howey Award  2022 
     Top Performance on Microeconomics and Macroeconomics Qualifying Exams 
 

https://download.ssrn.com/2025/1/19/5102602.pdf?response-content-disposition=inline&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEPr%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQDCkF%2BmlpuoglvMZDyyVZgC0rygqukKcNleqSbNHeo91wIhAP6zTzj%2BKtLJJ%2BmhVYhIb6UDKFPPh%2Fb1Gv%2FVgNeR%2Fro3KscFCPP%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEQBBoMMzA4NDc1MzAxMjU3IgwXtPIv%2F5UhdbqWZwUqmwU083XxS0Uu5YSJpoiXHJvLdlV3gIe%2FWOemenpS%2Fr4RpvHxt7WK77QWPVvr8tCMosZsyaAjDZ2VE%2FfiQmeWvvoKsRdPLGhT2R%2FtbM0oO6XRiZlq02RAG75qpsBPccbFQOcUUYJ01kSPDvavvl2j2yOody3gKM%2BRe5ETfdhMx2vtOBxZKpX7%2B7%2FL6pYR0Y05gjc1TjtUCITtYQb8g6bvp52adPQ8L91koBUQNVtHD%2FprGS5cgwQfIrsyDvitFuvyxkNpTMYxpgJVhp%2FKObIqsOiSBsenpzdsR7J2hxW9WkKMuXFVSdVioxOrIF294egMUlep7c0jytYe%2Fo2WdfxnINtikCwQdPEb1D96VmaU8R%2FbPwVatlSVCkTMgGvkGuUU0hONevGz%2F9gaYBUDYe0fU6ABm5IeJ5Juu41s5odxtKPbnpdypQLR2E7WipKlcRfUukKev7x5wnhC7zhkhuHJqU6eRrwLc%2BrCqQVTsyA1dgxQkdCXt27PznBDQcopMPRjNAs53K%2F%2B2I2SLu46SaR%2FgbAumv0VlARnCVthMb%2FZ4SAOtjllSrLNY6WtZkYUV86bvnWs8OiqrsRKHAeMH5LN7JQpewUPAAopOqVXEqtFnnzz%2F731dpKg6ACmTIxYZixVOiSrocTBiKoxOMlQbWeJ37LI%2FH39XoAYrw0BTqVO7qT63sLXQ%2FpgRRVdlnfTwcLIutS5B7APTImZHFp2NWsVxXrIRrY4KrqTAUbXitTsNUjHI7pBjBhgCleTXbkSL0vBP2KLTEWB7GMiRCq2JNeLsmLPZnZi8KAUo%2FucIjL%2Favop4egTapewT9LlVGdb23mCt8HRNBO8GTDCXgFfr%2BA8C8LjxHj8sS9tSz4z6L4nF3MOxapr7tpYKenyt0TIMKr%2BybwGOrABEzzI4vgGjRWpk7s5jMYBSLKghMByvswOBdBNwVL9Zg2NVur5bClBKyW%2FSPwUVzrT%2FvUlZ8k%2BW5mUGDZtwI1f02FZK%2Bug5jQI5SKvlMbUjWicPsMa3WcrmLBPYuaEkPU3NeTd0f9xilhFCSP4%2BSy5Pc2oNUnIKwagoLrsQwmiqPDZwIK0ybBgaiUSwI9mO8obkz40LLrXi0ROaFNbB029rfpBXj%2FLvJNfs8Jg0YMdyVk%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20250123T175644Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAUPUUPRWE4KWUHCJS%2F20250123%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=9a89625d6a8fcbd0a75bad0365a36261a3926725f66f721b87762f392f9febf6&abstractId=5102602
https://kuwpaper.ku.edu/2025Papers/202501.pdf
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Butler University 
Charles O. McGaughey Economics Leadership Award 2020 
W & J Sellick & Blomberg Business Scholarship 2017 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 
2025: Atlanta Workshop on Public Policy and Child Well-being (scheduled) 
 Midwest Economics Association (scheduled) 
 
2024: Population Association of America (PAA) 
 Society of Labor Economists (SOLE) 
 NBER Children Program Meeting 
 SGF Sorbonne University Research Presentation* 
 ASHEcon Annual Meeting 
 NBER Summer Institute – Gender in the Economy 
 3rd Annual UNL-KState-KU-Mizzou Microeconomics Research Day 
 Midwest Health Economics Conference 
 Missouri Valley Economic Association 
 Association for Public Policy and Management (APPAM)  
 Southern Economic Association  
 SGF Annual Poster Session*  
 
2023: Missouri Valley Economic Association 
 SGF Annual Poster Session* 

* denotes poster presentation  

SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS 
 

2025: USDA Economic Research Service (scheduled) 
 
2023: The University of Kansas, Department of Economics 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 
American Economic Association, American Society of Health Economists 
 

REFEREE EXPERIENCE 
 

Journal of Policy Analysis and Management (2) 
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 

2024: Economics Graduate Student Representative 
 Kansas Health Economics Referee Committee 
 Co-Organizer of 3rd Annual KU-UNL-KState-Mizzou Applied Micro Research Day  
 Organizer of KU Research Brown Bag Series 
 KU Taylor Swift Seminar Committee 
 
2023: Economics Graduate Student Representative 
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT & TRAININGS 
 

2024: Ireland Masterclass in Health Economics IV; Lean Six Sigma; SGF International Policy 
Seminar 

2023: SGF Government and Science Policy Seminar in Washington DC; Negotiation & Conflict 
Resolution; Writing for Publics 

2022: Numbers to Narrative: Data Storytelling and Visualization Workshop; Project 
Management Fundamentals; Creating an Effective Research Pitch; Social Media & 
Communication Networks 

2021: Kepner-Tregoe Problem Solving & Decision Making 

 
SKILLS 

 
Programing: LaTex (proficient), STATA (proficient), R (beginner) 

Political Research: Public Records Search, State Legislature Database, Advanced Social Media 
Search 
 

OTHER EMPLOYMENT 

 
Research Assistant to David Slusky, University of Kansas 2021-Present 
Research Assistant to Misty Heggeness, University of Kansas Fall 2023, Summer 2024 
Research Intern, EMILY’s List, Washington D.C. 2020                                 
Research Assistant to William Rieber, Butler University 2019-2020 
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REFERENCES 
 

Dr. David Slusky 
Professor, Department of Economics 
University of Kansas 
david.slusky@ku.edu 
 
Dr. Donna Ginther 
Distinguished Professor, Department of Economics 
University of Kansas 
dginther@ku.edu 
 
Dr. Misty Heggeness  
Assistant Professor, School of Public Affairs and Administration 
University of Kansas 
misty.heggeness@ku.edu 


